The chemistry of aroylhydrazones continues to attract much attention due to their coordination ability to metal ions (Singh et al., 1982; Salem, 1998; Ali et al., 2004) and their biological activity (Singh et al., 1982; Carcelli et al., 1995). As an extension of our work on the structural characterization of aroylhydrazone derivatives, the title compound was synthesized and its crystal structure is reported here. The geometric features compare well with those observed in a closely related Ni II complex including a methyl group in place of the phenyl group in the hydrazone ligand (Chang et al., 2009).
The asymmetric unit of title complex, [Ni(C 20 H 12 BrClN 2 O 2 )-(C 5 H 5 N)], contains one complex with the central Ni atom in a slightly distorted square-planar environment, formed by the tridentate hydrazone and the monodentate pyridine ligands, with N atoms in a trans arrangement about the Ni atom. 
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